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On behalf of the whole team at Industry MEA magazine we would like to
extend a warm welcome to issue 139.
The year 2021 was another year that saw the world greatly affected by
COVID-19. Lockdowns and declarations of a state of emergency were
announced in many countries and regions, restrictions were placed on
economic activities and our daily life. At the same time, with various
restrictions and inspections in place, the Olympic and Paralympic
Games in Tokyo were held after being postponed for a year through the
cooperation of people all over the world. The omicron variant is raising
the level of alert again, but overall, countries are starting to see signs of
recovery in the global economy. Behavioural patterns and the state of
society under the new normal are also gaining foothold.
Consistency has been one of the laudable hallmarks of Saudi economic
policy in recent years, even in the face of a global economy buffeted by
exceptional risks, not least of course the COVID-19 pandemic.
Policymaking has been explicitly anchored in a strategic framework
under the broader Vision 2030. The 2022 budget continues this track
record while also reaping some of the benefits of a policy guided by clear
goals.
The budget not only paints the picture of an economy positioned for a
strong rebound but also one that can do so while closing the substantial
fiscal gap created by the pandemic and a period of exceptional oil market
volatility. Remarkably, after a double-digit (as a percentage of gross
domestic product) deficit in 2020 and an estimated 2.7 percent (of GDP)
shortfall in 2021, the Kingdom now projects a SR90 billion budget surplus
for 2022.
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In this issue we have had the pleasure of producing many Saudi Arabia
features that fall under the Saudi Vision 2030 pillar. Sustainability has
been at the heart of Vision 2030 since its inception. Saudi Arabia is
now ushering in a new era as the Kingdom aims to reach Net Zero by
2060. This announcement is in line with wider Vision 2030 ambitions to
accelerate the energy transition, achieve sustainability goals, and drive a
new wave of investment.
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has long played a central role in the
international energy market, helping drive global economic growth and
development.
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Vision 2030 is a sustainable vision for the future of Saudi Arabia with
sustainability at the heart of everything the Kingdom does, from policy
development and investment to planning and infrastructure. By creatively
and responsibly addressing the energy and climate challenges of today,
Vision 2030 inspires others around the world to share in building a
sustainable tomorrow.
With Saudi Arabia’s impressive natural potential for solar and wind power
and through strategic investments in sustainable technologies, signature
projects have been launched to diversify energy resources and optimize
the Kingdom’s energy mix. By 2030, the contribution of renewable
energy to the overall energy mix will reach up to 50%. Renewable energy
projects are one of the key drivers towards achieving sustainability that
will contribute to avoiding emissions and the displacement of high-value
fuel in electricity generation.
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SAUDI VISION 2030
over the horizon rather than
worrying about what could be
lost.
The future of the Kingdom,
my dear brothers and sisters,
is one of huge promise and
great potential, God willing.
Our precious country deserves
the best. Therefore, we will

SAUDI VISION
2030

expand and further develop
our talents and capacity. We
will do our utmost to ensure
that Muslims from around the
world can visit the Holy Sites.
We are determined to

It is my pleasure to present

The second pillar of our vision is our determination to become

reinforce and diversify the

Saudi Arabia’s Vision for the

a global investment powerhouse. Our nation holds strong

capabilities of our economy,

future. It is an ambitious yet

investment capabilities, which we will harness to stimulate our

turning our key strengths

achievable blueprint, which

economy and diversify our revenues.

into enabling tools for a fully

expresses our long-term

diversified future. As such,

goals and expectations and

The third pillar is transforming our unique strategic location

reflects our country’s strengths

into a global hub connecting three continents, Asia, Europe and

and capabilities. All success

Africa. Our geographic position between key global waterways,

stories start with a vision, and

makes the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia an epicenter of trade and

successful visions are based on

the gateway to the world.

we will transform Aramco

from an oil producing

We will expand the variety

company into a global

of digital services to reduce

industrial conglomerate.

delays and cut tedious

We will transform the

bureaucracy. We will

Public Investment Fund

immediately adopt wide-

into the world’s largest

ranging transparency and

sovereign wealth fund. We

accountability reforms and,

will encourage our major

through the body set up to

corporations to expand

measure the performance of

across borders and take

government agencies, hold

their rightful place in global

them accountable for any

markets. As we continue

shortcomings. We will be

to give our army the best

transparent and open about

possible machinery and

our failures as well as our

equipment, we plan to

successes, and will welcome

manufacture half of our

ideas on how to improve.

military needs within the
Kingdom to create more

All this comes from the

job opportunities for

directive of the Custodian

citizens and keep more

of the Two Holy Mosques,

resources in our country.

King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud, may Allah protect

strong pillars.
Our country is rich in its natural resources. We are not dependent
The first pillar of our vision

solely on oil for our energy needs. Gold, phosphate, uranium,

is our status as the heart of

and many other valuable minerals are found beneath our lands.

the Arab and Islamic worlds.

But our real wealth lies in the ambition of our people and the

We recognize that Allah the

potential of our younger generation. They are our nation’s pride

Almighty has bestowed on

and the architects of our future. We will never forget how, under

our lands a gift more precious

tougher circumstances than today, our nation was forged by

than oil. Our Kingdom is the

collective determination when the late King Abdulaziz Al-Saud

Land of the Two Holy Mosques,

– may Allah bless his soul – united the Kingdom. Our people will

the most sacred sites on earth,

amaze the world again.

and the direction of the Kaaba
(Qibla) to which more than a

We are confident about the Kingdom’s future. With all the

billion Muslims turn at prayer.

blessings Allah has bestowed on our nation, we cannot help but
be optimistic about the decades ahead. We ponder what lies

6

Industry MEA

Issue 139

Industry MEA

Issue 139

7

SAUDI VISION 2030

him, who ordered us to

can fulfill their dreams, hopes and ambitions. Therefore, we will

will welcome qualified individuals from all over the world and

plan for a future that fulfills

not rest until our nation is a leader in providing opportunities for

will respect those who have come to join our journey and our

your ambitions and your

all through education and training, and high quality services such

success.

aspirations.

as employment initiatives, health, housing, and entertainment.
We intend to provide better opportunities for partnerships with

His Royal Highness

In line with his instructions, we

We commit ourselves to providing world class government

the private sector through the three pillars: our position as the

Prince Mohammed bin

will work tirelessly from today

services which effectively and efficiently meet the needs of our

heart of the Arab and Islamic worlds, our leading investment

Salman bin Abdulaziz

to build a better tomorrow for

citizens. Together we will continue building a better country,

capabilities, and our strategic geographical position. We will

you, your children, and your

fulfilling our dream of prosperity and unlocking the talent,

improve the business environment, so that our economy grows

Crown Prince, Deputy

children’s children.

potential, and dedication of our young men and women. We will

and flourishes, driving healthier employment opportunities for

Prime Minister,

not allow our country ever to be at the mercy of a commodity

citizens and long-term prosperity for all. This promise is built on

and Chairman of the

price volatility or external markets.

cooperation and on mutual responsibility.

Council of Economic

Our ambition is for the

and Development

long term. It goes beyond

Affairs

replenishing sources of

We have all the means to achieve our dreams and ambitions.

This is our “Saudi Arabia’s Vision for 2030.” We will begin

income that have weakened

There are no excuses for us to stand still or move backwards.

immediately delivering the overarching plans and programs we

or preserving what we have

have set out. Together, with the help of Allah, we can strengthen

already achieved. We are

Our Vision is a strong, thriving, and stable Saudi Arabia that

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s position as a great nation in which

determined to build a thriving

provides opportunity for all. Our Vision is a tolerant country

we should all feel an immense pride.

country in which all citizens

with Islam as its constitution and moderation as its method. We

8
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NEOM
SMART CITY
C a r- fre e , suppo rte d by ro bo tic s a nd
with ze ro e missio ns- we lc o me to Sa udi
Ara bia ’s ne w susta ina ble c ity Ne o m

NEOM SMART CITY
The project is estimated to
cost $500 billion and is being

that potential visitors

see construction all over,

funded by Saudi Arabia’s

might not even have to

you will see earthworks

sovereign wealth fund, the

wait that long.

going on all over, you will

Public Investment Fund, of

According to the Saudi

see regions that are being

which the crown prince is

government, Neom hopes

developed.”

chairman.

to have its first residents in

Still, the city is likely

So, what will the city look like

place in 2024.

to present major
opportunities for London

and how soon will it be open
for visitors? This is everything

So, will we be able to

when it is complete. This

we know so far.

visit in less than three

week’s inaugural ‘Discover

years? Construction is

Neom’ event saw its 250

The city, which will be run

According to official plans,

using robots and free of cars,

the new net-zero mega-city

might read like something

will be 33 times the size of

The proposals for Neom

well underway in the

guests including Baroness

from a utopian sci-fi novel

New York with an octagonal

might sound like science

country’s Tabuk province.

Morrissey, Lord Vaizey and

but according to executives

industrial zone that juts out

fiction, but its Saudi creators

Neom CEO Nadhmi Al-

Bear Grylls hear about

at this week’s ‘Discover

into the Red Sea, becoming

insist it will just be a taste of

Nasr said that the project

how the city will redefine

Neom’ event at Spencer

the world’s biggest floating

the future of urban.

is a “huge undertaking”

liveability, business, and

House in central London, it’s

structure.

but confirmed that 1,500

conservation. Discussions

The smart city is being

Neom employees are

also centred on the many

about to become a reality
in Saudi Arabia, where the

“Neom is a new vision of

hailed as the flagship of

already working and living

doors Neom will open for

crown prince Mohammed

what the future can be,”

the country’s Vision 2030

on site, adding: “Today if

UK investors, partners, and

bin Salman has already

creators say on neom.com

program, but insiders suggest

you go to Neom you will

contractors.

designated an area in the

which sets out the proposed

country’s northwest region

plans.

close to the Suez Canal, near
its borders with Jordan and
Egypt.

It’s a n a tte mpt to do some thing tha t’s ne ve r
be e n done be fore a nd it’s c oming a t a time
whe n the world ne e ds fre sh thinking a nd ne w
solutions. Put simply, Ne om will not only be a
de stina tion, but a home for pe ople who dre a m
big a nd who wa nt to be pa rt of building a ne w
mode l for susta ina ble living .”

“
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PROTECTING YOUR PEOPLE

DESIGN. BUILD. OPERATE.

FROM HEALTH & SECURITY THREATS
The International SOS Group of Companies is in the business of saving lives, protecting
your global workforce from health and security threats. Wherever you are, we deliver
customised health, security risk management and wellbeing solutions to fuel your
growth and productivity. By partnering with us, organisations can fulfil their Duty of
Care responsibilities, while empowering business resilience, continuity and sustainability.

OUR WORKFORCE RESILIENCE SOLUTION
BUILDING A SAFE, RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE FOR YOUR WORKFORCE

CUSTOMISED SOLUTIONS BASED ON YOUR PROJECT NEEDS
International SOS – Al Rushaid provides an end-to-end solution of designing, building and operating
state-of-the-art primary and emergency healthcare facilities for several projects across the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.
With more than 75 years of combined experience in construction, healthcare and remote site medical
services, our approach ensures uninterrupted patient care as well as patient, employee and visitor
safety. We build the infrastructure to care for your people, so you can focus on what you do best.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

SCAN ME

•

Designing, building and operating state-of-the-art medical facilities.

•

Equipping the facilities with the latest medical equipment.

•

Providing best-in-class medical and support teams comprising
international and local staff.

•

Setting up seamless supply chains for the procurement of medical
supplies and consumables.

•

Providing end-to-end occupational health and safety solutions.

•

Establishing best practice clinical and operating procedures.

WORLDWIDE REACH. HUMAN TOUCH

TO LEARN MORE

ACCESS TO OUR HEALTH
AND SECURITY EXPERTS

ADVICE VIA OUR 24/7
ASSITANCE CENTRES

It’s like having 10,000 multilingual
medical & security experts with you 24/7,
no matter where you are.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
SERVICES

SCAN ME
TO LEARN MORE

Our 27 Assistance Centres, based all over the
world, including Dubai, help over 11 million
people every year with their health, security
and emergencies - including 12,000 life-saving
evacuations.

To protect your workforce, please contact us at:
Phone +971 (0)4 601 8888
Email me.marketing@internationalsos.com

my.internationalsos.com/KSA-Capability

MY.INTERNATIONALSOS.COM/WFR-ME

NEOM SMART CITY

WHAT IS SAUDI ARABIA’S NEW CITY
GOING TO LOOK LIKE?

It will use the Internet of
Things, artificial and predictive
intelligence, and robotics to
create “a seamless integrated,
intelligent and efficient

First, it’s not just one city.

supply chain”.

Neom is being planned

Planners say they want it to

as a 10,000 square-mile

be a new tech hub rivalling

city-state, tech hub and

Silicon Valley, but also

16-borough metropolis,

featuring towns, educational

and will contain two

institutions, research centres

separate cities: Oxagon,

and tourist attractions.

and The Line.

Meanwhile The Line, Neom’s
second city, aspires to be a

According to planners,

pollution-free, pedestrianised,

Oxagon is the proposed

“hyper-connected” city built in

industrial district, port, and

a 105-mile straight line.

the world’s largest floating
structure, while The Line is

According to its site, The Line

a 105-mile linear city that

will create 380,000 new jobs,

will preserve 95 per cent

spur economic diversification,

of the nature in the area

and contribute SAR 10 billion

and is planned to have 1

to domestic GDP by 2030.
As part of its net-zero

first fully automated port and

Although the city will be

strategy, it will rely

integrated logistics hub” that

car-free, residents will be

More detailed proposals

solely on clean energy

will run using robots and AI.

within five minutes walking

for each city are still

including wind farms, solar

Half of Oxagon will float on

distance of everything they

emerging, but wider

power and cutting-edge

the Red Sea, which is an

need, and commutes will be

investors, tourists and city

is the abbreviation of the

plans for Neom reportedly

technology that turns

average of 500 metres deep,

a maximum of 20 minutes

planners are now looking to

Arabic word “Mustaqbal”

include no cars, artificial

water into oxygen and

and the fact that it has been

via high-speed, eco-friendly

Neom for a glimpse of the

meaning “future”.

light sources, futuristic

hydrogen to use for fuel.

chosen as a port is deliberate

hyperloop-style transport.

future of cities.

The project is a kind of two-

entertainment, and a high

As the name suggests,

– for its global connectivity

CEO Al-Nasr says workers are

density of eateries.

Oxagon will be an eight-

and the fact that 13 per

already “moving sand, moving

NEOM, “the vision of what

hand, plans are in place for

sided city, with planners

cent of world trade passes

mountains” to build the

the future could be” is the

the NEOM Smart City and, on

The region’s stark

aiming for it to be a

through the nearby Suez

underground systems needed

declaration of intent of this

the other, The Line, a series

landscape might also be

“comprehensive cognitive

Canal.

to transport people and goods

smart city in the making and

of linear cities that will cross

transformed by cloud-

city” and “the industrial

in the city.

which will put Saudi Arabia

the Middle Eastern country.

seeding machines creating

city reimagined”.

Officials say it will be a net-

on the smart city map. The

Together with technology,

artificial rain, the world’s

It is proposed as an

zero city powered entirely

We’ll have to wait a bit longer

NEOM concept forms part

sustainability and the

largest coral garden and

industrial district and port

by clean energy - part of

to see Saudi Arabia’s desert

of two words; neo, the Greek

environment will play a key

glow-in-the-dark sand.

hub, “home to the world’s

ambitious plans to wean the

dream turn into reality.

prefix meaning “new” joined

role.

country off oil dependency.

But after this week’s event,

to the fourth letter, which

million residents.
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NEOM SMART CITY

LOCATION

LOCATION
WHERE IS NOAM
SMART CITY LOCATED?

Issue

3 Vision
To be the global leader in manufacturing of
Aluminium and Alloy Rods and Conductors for
power transmission and distribution sector.

Mission
To position our manufacturing presence in close
proximity to our Global Customers and provide
superior quality products at competitive prices by
continuously investing in our human resources
and Innovative Technology.

Midal Cables Saudi is specialized in production and manufacturing of Aluminium and Alloy Overhead Conductors

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

NEOM refers to a broader

along the Aqaba Gulf and

bin Salman presented The

concept. It is a closed joint-

Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea

Line, 170 km-long linear

stock company created with

coastline.

urban development of

an estimated budget of $500

communities, connected

billion announced in 2017.

The initial plans presented

by an underground public

The aim of this company,

an AI-powered city, with

transport network. They

which belongs to the Saudi

flying cabs and an artificial

will connect the Red Sea

Public Investment Fund,

moon. In January 2021,

coastline with the mountains

is to develop an economic

this blueprint became

and valleys of the north-east

hub that will cover and area

more specific and tangible

of Saudi Arabia.

of 26,500 km^2^ extending

when Prince Mohammed

16
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AAAC (All Aluminium Alloy Conductors)
AAC (All Aluminium Conductors)
AACSR (Aluminium Alloy Conductor Steel
Reinforced)
ACAR (Aluminium Conductor Alloy Reinforced)
ACSR (Aluminium Conductor Steel Reinforced)
ACSR/AW (Aluminium Conductor Aluminium
Clad Steel Reinforced)
ACSR/TW (Shaped wire Aluminium Conductor,
Steel Reinforced)
ACSS/AS (Aluminium Conductors Aluminium
Clad Steel supported)
HTLS (High Thermal Low Sag) Conductors:
o
ACSS (Aluminium Conductor Steel
Supported)
o
ACCC (Aluminum Conductor Composite
Core)
o
GzTACSR (Gap Type Super ThermalResistant Aluminum Alloy Conductor Steel
Reinforced)
Special Alloy Conductors

For more information go to
www.midalcable.com

Midal Spans the Globe..
Midal Cables Saudi is wholly owned subsidiary of Midal Cables Limited Bahrain. The
factory was established in 2014 to become an Aluminium, Aluminium Alloy Wire and
Conductor factory. It is located at Modon Industrial Park, Dammam.Having a factory in
Saudi Arabia will reinforce Midal commitment as a corporate with its customers and it
will significantly improve the delivery time.

The current capacity in Midal Cables Saudi is over
35,000 MT per annum. The facility is set up using
the latest equipment and technology available in
this business.
Midal supplies both local and regional markets with
required conductors as per international standards;
ASTM, CAN/CSA, DIN, NFC, IEC, BS EN etc.
Production range of Midal Cables Saudi starting from 33 kV up to 800 kV, and
all Aluminium overhead transmission and distribution line conductors are
manufactured in accordance to Manufacturing highest quality product.
At Midal, we are committed to maintain and improve its quality systems to
meet and exceed industry specifications and quality standards demanded by
its clients. Getting 100% customer satisfaction is the main principle of Midal
Cables Saudi.
Right from the inception of Midal, a well-documented quality management
system has been implemented and practiced at each and every stage of its
operations. Quality has been and still remains our top priority at Midal. The
main focus is on process control through a dynamic quality assurance system,
product development and continuous improvement in manufacturing line.
Integrated quality management systems certifications are available which are
according to the ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and OHSAS 18001 by Bureau Veritas.

YOUR
PARTNER
ON THE
ROAD TO
2030.

ADGREENCOAT
Adgreencoat is the most effective and durable solarreflective coating in the world. It protects buildings,
storagetanks, pipelines, and other objects against the
heat of the sun. Adgreencoat is based on nanotechnology and has one of the highest reflection rates on
the market (87%). It is used worldwide by companies in
Asia, United Arab Emirates, and The Netherlands to save
energy and help reducing production loss.

EFFECTIVE
EFFICIENT
DURABLE
GREEN
VERSATILE

At Makhathem International Company we help
companies and project developers upgrade assets and

Reflects 87% of sunlight
Helps saving up to 35% energy costs
Retention value >90% after 10 years
Water-based and non-toxic
Buildings, storagetanks, pipelines

create sustainable value through innovation. With
these three new solutions we contribute to the Saudi
Vision 2030. Together we build the world of tomorrow.

ENLIL
OILKONTROL

CONTACT
Makhathem International Company
Contact:

Manea Alyami

Office:

+966 114 166 665

Mobile:

+966 505 463 992

Email:

manea@adgreencoatgcc.com

Contact:

Yibrah Tesfazghi

Mobile:

+966 53 250 5298

Email:

yibrahtesfazghi@gmail.com

Address

Office Apt #430/B
6847 Al Ulaya, Al Olaya
Al Aqariya 2 [4th floor]
Riyadh 12244

ENLIL is a smart vertical axis wind turbine that
transforms highways, railways, buildings and open

OilKontrol is a very efficient compound of 100% natural

spaces into renewable energy sources, by using winds

bio absorbent fibers that absorb and encapsulate all

created by vehicles as well as natural wind. ENLIL fits

types of hydrocarbons, mineral or vegetable oil. It is the

right in with smart city ambitions as it can collect

most efficient way to control and mitigate any impact

relevant data through built-in sensors. Thanks to its

caused by spills, both on land and on water. It is used

unique design the ENLIL turbine operates very quietly: it

worldwide, for example by the Seville Firefighters,

produces only 36dBA at a distance of 50 meters.

Chilean Navy and several petrochemical companies.

EFFICIENT
SILENT
SAFE
DURABLE
EASY
CUSTOM

EFFICIENT
SPEED
REUSE
NATURAL

17520 kWh energy yield at max speed
36dBA operating noise
Automatic full stop in 3 seconds
Turbine blades with UV resistance
Easy Plug & Play installation
Custom height and colors

1 kilo OilKontrol absorbs 7 liters spill
High speed of absorption
Allows the reuse of spilled product
Certified 100% biobased product
(USDA-approved)

NEOMFACTS
Gulf Solutions Co Ltd. is leading & reliable Electrical Equipment/Components supplier & Power System Services
provider in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We are known for Services and Supply of all low, medium & high voltage
Electrical equipment any time it is needed. Do have a look at our portfolio of Products and Services

ENERGY

TRADING DIVISION
Back to NEOM, which will

Electrical Products:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MV Switchgear, LV Panel and Distribution Boards
MCC’s, RMU’s & Air Circuit Breakers
Distribution Transformers
Electrical Conduit and Fittings
Enclosures & Junction Boxes
Wires and Cables
LED Lighting solutions (Indoor and Outdoor)

LEADER IN WATER
PRODUCTION

be located in the province of
Tabuk, in north-west Saudi

NEOM will be a regional powerhouse in water

Arabia, it is presented as

production and storage, anchored on water desalination.

a “living laboratory” made

NEOM’s water distribution network will be completely

up of towns and cities,

connected through an advanced Internet of Water

ports and enterprise zones,

infrastructure, delivering high-quality drinking water

research centres, sports and

and recycled water across its network, while removing

entertainment venues, and

wastewater. Smart irrigation, leak detection and water

tourist destinations.

quality monitoring will be controlled in real time.

It will include a series

IT Products

of innovations based on

•
•
•
•
•

sustainability and technology

Switches and Routers
UPS, Rectifiers System, DC module Batteries Etc.
LAN Cables, Patch Cords, Data Connectors and Patch Panel
Media Converters and SFT Transceivers
General IT Products

SERVICES DIVISION
•
•
•

Installation of Electrical Equipment
Testing & Commissioning of Electrical Equipment
Supply & Engineering of IEC61850 based Substation
Automation System
• Supply & Engineering of Energy Management System.
• Services & Maintenance for Power & Distribution Transformers
• Replacement and upgrade of old Electromechanical to New
numerical relays.
• Replacement of old aging/obsolete breakers with new
design breakers
• Upgrade/Modification of Old aging Switchgear requiring
bus bar modification/dropper/Risers.
We are Registered as Vendor For:

Please Feel Free to Visit Our Website: https://gulfsolutionsme.com/
Download Our Company Brochure: https://gulfsolutionsme.com/downloads/

as indicated below:

A ‘CONGNITIVE’
COMMUNITY

It is to be powered 100
percent by renewable energy

Thanks to Artificial Intelligence (AI), 90% of the data

Solar power, wind energy...

collected will allow the infrastructure capacities to be

and green hydrogen. NEOM

improved beyond the 1% used by existing smart cities.

will be one of the world’s

Technological urban design or urban technology?

leading green hydrogen

Although the land is literally being prepared for the

producers, as it is one of

construction work to begin and to welcome the first

the few places in the world

residents by 2024, the issue of whether such a state-

where it can be produced

of-the-art idea actually corresponds with the social

competitively and in large

reality of the country still needs to be resolved. Will it

quantities. Saudi Arabia’s

be impartial in the way it treats everyone, regardless of

master plan is to increase

gender or religion? How practical are the city’s projects

non-oil related revenue and

and to what extent are the projects simply a propaganda

attract foreign investment

exercise? And, in terms of smart cities, are the ambitions

with interesting proposals to

to create a green city in the desert really sustainable?

stimulate economic growth.

Will the project actually go ahead or will it end up on
the list of abandoned projects? We will start seeing the
answers to these questions in less than three years’ time.
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We Pro vide A Wide Ra ng e O f Eng ine e ring
Se rvic e s Within The Me c ha nic a l, Ele c tric a l,
And C o ntro ls Disc ipline s..

Fitzgerald Kennedy Bridge over the Barrow River in the N25
New Ross Bypass, Ireland. World longest extradosed bridge
with Tensa multi-tubes friction saddle system up to 127 strands.

We Ha ve Exte nsive 25+ Expe rie nc e Ac ro ss
All Are a s O f Le a de rship, Ma inte na nc e , LEED
Pro je c ts, And Building Ene rg y Mo de ling .
•
•
•
•
•

Susta ina b ility & Le e d
Building Ene rg y Sim ula tio n
Tra ining
Building C o m m issio ning
MEP Eng ine e ring De sig n

www.g b sc .sa

QIDDIYA

Keller soars with tests for
Falcon’s Flight

optimum production

just 4m from the edge,

Mohamad adds. “We had to

levels and quality,

each location had to be

be extremely careful not to

including continuous

scrupulously assessed. If it

damage anything.”

and sectional flight

any were felt to be too much

auger drilling and down-

of a risk, drilling was moved

Once the tests were carried

Falcon’s Flight. Visitors will

Ste e p, na rro w
a c c e ss ro a ds

the-hole drilling – a fast

few meters to a safer place.

out, the Keller team produced

thunder around the two-

Commissioned by the Arab

way to hammer through

and-a-half-mile track at

Company for Laboratories

tough rock.

speeds of up to 155mph,

and Soil (ACES) on behalf

swooping down from

of the Qiddiya Investment

200m-high natural cliffs.

longest rollercoaster, The

The world’s fastest, tallest,

detailed interpretive reports
Due to the extremely high

that will now help shape

loads, tested elements were

the future design of this

Each test element was

heavily reinforced. The micro

landmark project.

Company, the project

strategically placed

piles and anchors were

“We created a great design

It’s an incredible setting

involved designing and

across an area of 10km2

reinforced with rebars and

methodology, conducting

for a thrilling ride – but

installing 24 micro piles

at ground level, on the

wire strands that had double

some of Keller’s highest load

one that requires equally

(with 225mm and 300mm

upper cliff plateau and

corrosion protection – a grout

testing ever in the Middle

incredible engineering. To

diameters), seven drilled

on the cliffside slopes.

and plastic encapsulation – to

East with no failures,” he says.

help shape the design, Keller

bored piles (with 1m

“I don’t think we’ve

ensure a long life.

“The client was very happy

and longest rollercoaster,

ever done a project

The Falcon’s Flight, is being

like this before,” says

built at a multibillion-dollar
entertainment destination
in Saudi Arabia – with Keller
carrying out vital testing to
help it take off.

with our reports and they’re
using them as templates for

Mohamad Hasan, Keller

Ready for
phase two

Senior Design and

The testing regime for the

tests at Qiddiya.

Estimation Engineer.

roller coaster required 504

“We would install a pile

vibrating wire strain gauges

“More importantly, to

and then have to move

and an SAAV inclinometer

complete this highly

future key cliff-edge structure

all our machinery and

showing the micro piles

technical work safely, in

Forty-five kilometers from

equipment 500m on

reaching tension capacities

tough conditions, in just

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia is

to the next location. It

of up to 600 tons, with bored

over a month is a fantastic

constructing a colossal city

might take an hour to

piles achieving 1,200 tons

achievement. As such we’ve

in the desert dedicated to

drive slowly along steep,

of tension capacity and

been awarded testing works

entertainment, arts, and

narrow access roads.”

150 tons of lateral capacity.

for phase two of the cliff-

“Moving all of this testing

edge structures, including the

sport. Covering 366km2 –
more than half the area of

Every movement had to

equipment and installing it

funicular upper station and

Singapore – Qiddiya will

be rigorously planned

on a small working platform

trellis, escalator, camel trail,

attract millions of tourists

to ensure the crew

was a huge challenge,”

stadium, arena and ski lift.”

every year to its theme park,

could reach the next

water park, golf course,

point safely and create

ski slope, concert venues,

was entrusted with carrying

diameters) and four inclined

a suitable working

Formula One racetrack and

out a series of heavily

anchors (with 225mm

platform – even if that

more.

instrumented lateral, tensile

diameters). A range of

meant altering some

and pull-out tests, installing

drilling methods were

of the roads. With the

The crown jewel of Qiddiya’s

bored piles, micro piles, and

assessed to determine

upper cliffs some 200m

Six Flags theme park will be

inclined anchors in various

above ground level, and

the world’s fastest, tallest,

subsoils.

several piles required

28
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www.kellerme.com

Keller is the world’s largest independent Ground Engineering
Contractor, renowned for providing technically advanced and costeffective foundation solutions. Our reputation is built on engineering
excellence and a commitment to continual innovation. Our services
are used across the construction spectrum in infrastructure,
industrial, commercial, residential and environmental projects. Over
the years we have worked on a great many iconic projects, oil and
gas plants and infrastructure developments.
Some of our valuable clients in kingdom are Public Investment Fund,
Neom, Aramco, Sabic, SWCC, Royal Commission, SEC, Muraffiq,
Samsung, Flour.
British Museum (UK), Olympic Stadium (UK), Palm Islands Jumeirah
and Deira (UAE), Cologne Metro (Germany), Vienna Museum
District (Austria), Saudi Kayan Petrochemical Complex
(Saudi Arabia), National Stadium, Warsaw (Poland), Port of Huelva
(Spain), Amsterdam Central Station (Netherlands), Oued Harka Dam
(Tunisia), Crossrail (UK), City Tunnel, Leipzig (Germany),
Rome Metro Extension (Italy), Doha Metro (Qatar).

LEADERS IN GEOTECHNICAL SOLUTIONS
Operational in Middle East for Nearly 50 Years

www.kellerme.com
KELLER TURKI CO. LTD KSA A KELLER COMPANY

QIDDIYA

QIDDIYA
A share d vision for Qiddiya,
a future global e nte rtainme nt hub

“

The be a uty of a proje c t like the Q iddiya proje c t is tha t you
don’t ha ve to spe nd too muc h time to e xpla in to pe ople
wha t the y a re he re for — the y know,”
Phillipe Ga s, CEO o f the Qiddiya pro je c t.”

32
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QIDDIYA

QIDDIYA

One of the key advantages

Spearheaded by Crown

that the team behind Saudi

Prince Mohammad bin

ENTERTAINMENT
HUB

Arabia’s ambitious drive
to create a global hub of
entertainment is the shared
vision for the project held by

Salman, Saudi Vision 2030
is an ambitious national
strategy to ensure that
the Kingdom is a vibrant,

all those involved, the head

progressive society, with a

of the Qiddiya development

thriving economy, by the end

has said.

of the decade.

“The beauty of a project like
the Qiddiya project is that

Qiddiya, with its promise

you don’t have to spend too

of an unparalleled touristic

much time to explain to

experience, is one of several

people what they are here

“giga-projects” that constitute

for — they know,” Phillipe Gas,

a core part of the Kingdom’s

CEO of the Qiddiya project.

economic transition away

“They come to the site,

from its current emphasis

they see this beautiful cliff,

on oil.“You don’t have that

and they know what it will

many opportunities in your

take. So, there’s a pride in

life, in your professional life,

everybody that you don’t

to influence such an amazing

have to force yourself to

project. This is what was

explain — they have it. That’s

most appealing to me,” Gas

a strength we have,” Gas

said.

explained.

racing track, a Six Flags theme

Qiddiya is one of the biggest

park, a water park, sports

investments in the future of

facilities such as football

entertainment in the Middle

stadiums and development

East. Aimed at becoming

infrastructure for young Saudi

a regional and global hub

athletes, and an extensive

of entertainment, culture,

range of cultural, creative, and

and sport, Qiddiya, Gas said,

artistic activities.

promises to be a place like
But for Gas, who has spent

no other.

most of his career at the helm
“The ambition for Qiddiya, is

of the company behind the

to become the world capital

iconic Disneyland Paris theme

of entertainment, sports and

park, Qiddiya’s alignment with

the arts.”

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 was

The city — which will cover

what drew him to it in the first

over 300 square kilometres of

place — he wanted to be part

land — will host a Formula 1

of the Kingdom’s story.

34

Industry MEA

Issue 139

“

The ma in re a son
to work on
Q iddiya ha s
be e n a c tua lly
how c onne c te d
the proje c t is
to Vision 2030
a nd the ove ra ll
tra nsforma tion
of the King dom
of Sa udi
Ara bia ,”
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SAUDI SCIENCE AND CULTURE
ENTERTAINMENT PAVILION

THE MAGIC BEHIND
SUCCESSFUL VISITOR
EXPERIENCE DESIGN

will transport visitors back
millions of years to when Saudi
Arabia was undersea, full of
prehistoric sea creatures, and
then let visitors travel forward
in time along the spice road.

FROM CHICK RUSSELL & COMPANY
Designing successful visitor venues requires
specialized expertise beyond traditional
architecture and interior design. It begins with
establishing business goals, identifying audience,
and developing compelling experiences that
will attract and delight visitors.

THE WIZARDING WORLD
OF HARRY POTTER

MARIO KART:
KOOPA’S CHALLENGE

takes the magical stories
from the books and movies
to build an immersive snowy
village and imposing castle
that enable visitors to fly
with fire-breathing dragons
at Universal Studios Orlando,
Hollywood and Osaka.

lets visitors drive a real video
game kart, take off on a racing
adventure through real sets, and
launch a variety projectiles that
are seen by wearing the world’s
first augmented reality glasses
used on a ride at Super Nintendo
World, Universal Studios Japan.

This is what Chick Russell & Company specializes in. They have
demonstrated the unique ability to develop epic, visionary
experiences that draw large numbers of visitors, create strong
word of mouth, and generate high repeat visitations.

FUEL CELL ELECTRIC
AUTONOMOUS FLYING
AIRCRAFT FACTORY TOUR
in South Korea will let
visitors fly into the future of
smart, clean and convenient
transportation.

Chick Russell & Company provides best-in-class concept
development, master planning, immersive design, creative
direction, feasibility studies and estimating. Projects include
spectacular theme parks and resorts; science, history and cultural
museums; and experiential marketing.
Founder and president Chick
Russell has 30 years of world-class,
multi-award-winning international
concept and design experience with
Disney and Universal theme parks
and resorts. “The magic of designing
successful projects is knowing how
to create experiences that transport
visitors into immersive journeys
that are thrilling and completely
surprising,” says Russell.
Mr. Russell has leveraged his unique visitor experience expertise
to develop a distinguished list of hugely successful projects
around the world.

140 South Lake Avenue, Suite 203, Pasadena, California 91101 USA
www.chickrussell.com | info@chickrussell.com | +1 407 797 1211

MARINE SCIENCE PARK
in China will take visitors
on a simulated ocean tour
that is engulfed by a storm
that becomes a portal into
an unforgettable otherworldly adventure.

TOKYO DISNEYSEA
is recognized as one of the
top ten most successful
theme parks and resorts in
the world. It features five
exotic water-themed lands:
Mediterranean Harbor,
American Waterfront, Port
Discovery, Mysterious
Island, Mermaid Lagoon,
Arabian Coast, and Lost
River. The park features 37
unique dining experiences
and 38 exquisitely appointed
shops with the five-star
Hotel Mira Costa grandly
overlooking it all.

SPORTS RETAIL, DINING
AND ENTERTAINMENT ZONE
will empower fans and
tourists alike to celebrate
their exuberant team
spirit adjacent to an iconic
professional football
stadium in Spain.

IMMERSIVE WINTER
ENTERTAINMENT EXPERIENCE
will transport visitors to a yearround winter celebration with
themed dining and shopping, all in
the middle of the Las Vegas desert.

QIDDIYA
comes into the picture,” Gas said.
“Augmented reality, virtual reality, and a lot of the effects we
can play with and use, will draw people into the experience,
they will become an actor in the experience. People want to
live the experiences.”

the Qiddiya project so exciting not just for the people of Saudi
Arabia, but the world.

TIME TOGETHER

rollercoaster in what
will be the Kingdom’s
entertainment city.
The Qiddiya Investment

This revolution in entertainment, Gas continued, is what makes

“

world’s tallest and fastest

Co. penned an
agreement in December
with Saudi Arabia’s
Almabani General

Q iddiya is a bsolute ly unique . I ha ve
be e n working in the e nte rta inme nt
industry for ma ny ye a rs now, a nd I
ha ve ne ve r se e n suc h a proposition,
tha t is inte g ra ting e le me nts suc h
a s e nte rta inme nt, sports, a rts,
pe rforma nc e , but a lso c re a tivity.”

Contractors and France’s
Bouygues Batiment
International to build
the Six Flags Qiddiya
theme park.
The 32 hectare-site will
include 28 rides and
attractions across six
different themed areas.
The 4km Falcon’s Flight
rollercoaster ride will

He said that the importance

He continued: “We have seen

The strategy, he said,

be the centrepiece of

of entertainment, and

the importance around the

emphasizes “the wellness of

the park and will touch

the human connection it

world of preserving time with

the people, bringing more

speeds of 250km an

facilitates, is increasingly

friends, as a family and as

happiness into the lives of

hour and includes a dive

being understood and

couples — to get to know each

families, and to do this you

of 160 meters.

emphasized globally, and

other better, to connect with

need to share time together

therefore Qiddiya is such

one another.

and enjoy the moments you

But the rollercoaster is

have.”

just a small part of the

an important part of Vision
2030.
“Entertainment is something
that has grown in terms of
importance everywhere. We
have this growing realisation
in the world that time passes
very fast, and people need
to enjoy time together, and
do things together — not just
work, go to bed and go back
to work.”

“

This is why
e nte rta inme nt
a s a se c tor
is g rowing in
importa nc e , a nd
you se e this,
a c tua lly, with
Vision 2030 in
Sa udi Ara bia .”

Qiddiya giga-project
Technology, and its capacity

that will include arts

to create immersive

centres, festival grounds,

experiences, will be a core

a sports stadium, shops

tool used to create these
shared moments between

Qiddiya, he added, “is something that has not been proposed

visitors to Qiddiya.

— ever — and this is what makes this place so unique.”
Construction has already begun on Qiddiya, which is located

“People want less and less to

just 40 minutes from Riyadh, and the site will first open for

be a spectator of an activity;

activities in 2023.
Qiddiya ended the year on a high after it signed a SR3.75
billion ($1 billion) contract to build a theme park housing the
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developments, a motor
racing circuit and a golf
course designed by 18time major winner Jack
Nicklaus.

they want to be part of it.
This is where technology

and restaurants, housing

The development was
announced by Crown
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QIDDIYA
CREATING MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCES BEYOND IMAGINATION

QIDDIYA
INVESTMENT
Prince Mohammed bin

be an hour’s drive from King

It said that Qiddiya will

Salman in 2017 in a bid to

Khaled International Airport.

help “redirect tourism

make Qiddiya one of the top

The area hopes to attract 17

spending into the Kingdom,

tourist destinations in the

million visitors a year by 2030

by providing distinct

world.

and is expected to contribute

entertainment options for

The move is in line with the

up to SR17 billion to the

residents, which are currently

Crown Prince’s Vision 2030

country’s gross domestic

unavailable to explore and

plan to reduce the Kingdom’s

product by 2030, providing

experience without the need

reliance on oil and boost

25,000 jobs.

to travel to other countries

investment.

The project, in its early

and incur extra expenses

The site is also in step with

development stage, currently

abroad.”

the government’s moves to

employs around 500 workers,

boost revenue from tourism

60 percent of whom are

QIC also plans to appeal to

from its current 3 percent to

Saudis.

locals or expats looking for

10 percent of gross domestic

second homes. It expects to

product by the end of the

The Qiddiya Investment

build 4,000 houses by 2025,

decade.

Co., which is wholly owned

and 11,000 by 2030.

by sovereign wealth body

With art centres, golf courses

The Qiddiya project is located

the Public Investment

and racing circuits to build

south-west of Riyadh on a

Fund of the Kingdom, has

— it looks like Qiddiya’s

site that covers 367 sq. km

said the site plans to host

rollercoaster riding is only

and is 45km from the capital

international and local

just beginning.

city Riyadh. The new city will

holidaymakers.
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With 30 years of experience

particularly relevant for so-called

our distinct creative approach.

in the entertainment market,

cultural experiences, experiences

QUAKE, a cultural immersive

designing and building

that need to follow historical

visitor attraction, will feature

immersive (award-winning)

and/or scientific accurate

a 90-minute walk-through

experiences and attractions

guidelines. This is where the

experience. Divided into 11

worldwide, Jora Vision is

Middle East, and specifically

show-controlled scenes, visitors

certainly a well established

Saudi Arabia, offers many new

will be immersed in a story-

name in the industry. With a

exciting opportunities to tell

driven spectacle, brought to

strong focus on Europe, Latin

unique and meaningful cultural

life through state-of- the-art

America and Asia, Jora Vision is

stories.”

project mapping, interactive

now aiming its creative force on

Jan Maarten de Raad, continues:

exhibits, simulations, themed

the Middle East. So why now?

“We are excited to be involved

environments and special

“The entertainment market in

in several new developments

effects.” (https:// lisbonquake.

the Middle East underwent a

in Saudi Arabia to harness our

com/en-gb/quake-experience)

massive growth spurt” explains

unique design approach, project

Jan Maarten de Raad, concludes:

Jan Maarten de Raad, CEO at

management and manufacturing

“Clearly this is an exciting time

Jora Vision. “After a growth

to bring these stories to life

to be working in Saudi Arabia,

spurt, the market grows in

in ways that go beyond the

we are looking forward to dive

maturity. Visitors develop higher

traditional standards of visitor

deep into the past, current

expectations and therefore the

experiences. We believe our

and future culture, creating

standards for visitor experiences

QUAKE project in Lisbon will

new engaging experiences and

need to evolve as well. This is

be a spectacular example of

attractions for people to enjoy.”

QIDDIYA
Cre ating
Unforge ttable
Me morie s with
Lagotronic s Proje c ts

large video projections to

water attraction or classic

immerse guests into the

tower, Lagotronics Projects

story. By adding interactivity

can turn any outdoor

they allow the visitor to

attraction into a unique

influence and change the

and surprising interactive

media.

experience. Visitors

Lagotronics Projects has

Rides
Based Dark Rides
Interactive Dark Rides • Media
er: Rotating Dark Ride
ng
ha
eC
m
Ga
•
s
on
cti
tra
At
h
Walkthroug

ride through beautiful

been creating unforgettable

By using their interactive

surroundings and bring the

memories since 1979. Started

systems, they can also

landscapes to life with their

out as a supplier of audio

create unique interactive

interactive device.

and lighting solutions for

walkthrough experiences.

the entertainment industry.

Holding an interactive,

Lagotronics Projects offers

Today they create dark rides,

wireless and lightweight

turnkey interactive solutions

interactive attractions and

device, visitors walk through

that are built for long term

interactive experiences for

an area interacting with

use in outdoor environments,

theme parks, amusement

video projections and scenery

the company however also

parks, FECs, water parks and

and are able to reveal secret

develops custom made

shopping malls.

targets with special effects.

systems for clients all over
the world. One of their

Da rk Ride s

Lagotronics Projects also

latest developments is an

Storytelling is the key element

innovates with new and

interactive system for water

for creating successful dark

unique interactive attractions.

attractions. When visitors hit

rides. As a system integrator,

One of their most successful

the water-sensitive targets

Lagotronics Projects brings

developments is the

with their water guns, special

the story to life by integrating

GameChanger: Rotating Dark

effects like animatronics,

all show equipment like

Ride. This interactive dark

sound, lighting or water

audio, video projections,

ride offers a huge capacity

effects are triggered.

special effects, lighting and

on a relatively small footprint

show control. But what if

and fits perfectly in theme

visitors can make things

parks, amusement parks

happen during the ride and

and FECs, because multiple

create their own story? The

configurations are available

company specializes in the

(capacity, budget etc.) and

development of all kind

it has a lot of customization

of interactive systems like

options.

For more inspiration
or information visit
the website: www.
lagotronicsprojects.com

shooting systems, gesture
control and augmented
reality.

Rides
active Towers
Interactive Kiddy Rides • Inter
eractive Splash Battles
Interactive Rollercoasters • Int
42
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In media-based dark rides,
Lagotronics Projects uses

Inte ra c tive
O urtdo o r Ride s
Whether it’s a slow moving
kiddy ride, a rollercoaster, a
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RED
SEA

The wo rld’s m o st a m b itio us a nd e xc iting to urism a nd
ho spita lity pro je c t is ta king o ff in the fo rm o f The Re d
Se a De ve lo pm e nt Pro je c t
The Red Sea Development

of pristine lands and waters

energy and water

Company is a closed joint-

along Saudi Arabia’s west

conservation and re-use,

stock company wholly owned

coast and includes a vast

as well as a circular waste

by the Public Investment

archipelago of more than

management system to

Fund (PIF) of Saudi Arabia.

90 pristine islands. The

achieve zero waste to landfill.

TRSDC was established

destination also features

to drive the development

sweeping desert dunes,

Activity for the first phase

of The Red Sea Project, a

mountain canyons, dormant

of development is well

luxury, regenerative tourism

volcanoes, and ancient

underway and is on track

destination that will set new

cultural and heritage sites.

to be completed by the

standards in sustainable

It is designed to include

end of 2023. The project

development and position

hotels, residential properties,

has surpassed significant

Saudi Arabia on the global

leisure, commercial and

milestones, with over 700

tourism map.

entertainment amenities,

contracts signed to date,

as well as supporting

worth over SAR 18bn

The project is being

infrastructure that

($4.7bn).

developed over 28,000 km2

emphasizes renewable

44
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Together We Build Excellence
For over forty years we have been driven by the values of
excellence, innovation, diversity, respect and impact to be the
most trusted general contractor in the Kingdome of
Saudi Arabia, while delivering projects safely,
quickly, and effectively.
We specialize in diverse fields such as engineering,
construction, electro-mechanical, infrastructure,
oil and gas, and hospitality.

@NesmaPartners

www.nesma-partners.com
Industry
MEA Issue 139
45

RED SEA

“

Re g e ne ra tive urba nism is a bout
c re a ting a ba la nc e whe re building s,
the ir oc c upa nts a nd the surrounding
syste ms, whe the r na tura l or ma nma de , work tog e the r,” she sa id during
a pa ne l disc ussion on urba nisa tion a t
the Sa udi Pa vilion a t Expo 2020 Duba i.

“Regenerative urbanism is about creating a balance where
buildings, their occupants and the surrounding systems,
whether natural or man-made, work together,” she said
during a panel discussion on urbanisation at the Saudi
Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai.
“Our project spans an area of 32,000 square kilometres, it’s
not small, but we have made the decision to only develop 1
per cent of that land and leave most of it untouched.
“We’ve been working on ensuring that we develop a tourism
destination that is not just sustainable, but even more than
that, it’s regenerative.”

EXCITING
LUXURY

As early as 2016, Ms Ficociello said the team carried out
social and environmental impact assessments to ensure
that construction and development did not hurt the natural
environment.
30,000 people when fully

The core of the project was to build around nature and with

operational.

nature, she said.
“We found that during that lengthy exercise there were lots

The 100-hectare Landscape

Village is now open, and development is progressing well

Dr Maryam Ficociello, chief

of islands that were natural homes for turtles. Turtles do not

Nursery, which will provide

at the Coastal Village, which will be home to around 14,000

governance officer for the Red

change their homes. They continue to come back to where

approximately 25 million

people who will eventually work at the destination.

Sea Development Company,

they were born for years and years, so we had to build away

plants for The Red Sea Project

said with three resorts

from those identified areas.”

and AMAALA, is now fully

From an isolated coastal expanse to a global tourism centre,

scheduled to open to the

“We also found there were lots of islands that were home

operational. There are more

Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea Project is paving the way as the

public by the end of next year,

to migratory birds, so we made sure we master planned in

than 10,000 workers currently

blueprint for regenerative urbanism, which is more than just

that “depleting the natural

areas that did not hurt the environment.”

on-site and 80km of new

being sustainable.

environment” should never

roads are now complete,
including the new airport

The multibillion-dollar project, currently under construction

road, to better connect the

on more than 90 islands off the kingdom’s west coast, has

destination. The Construction

already created 2,000 jobs and has an end goal to employ
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be an option when building

With a vision to reach 30 per cent net positive conservation

future mega destinations.

by 2040, Ms Ficociello said they have had to move and
replant coral as part of the project.
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RED SEA
To make way for a small amount of infrastructure, the

Saudi Arabia’s tourism

developer had to uproot small areas of live coral reef and move

industry and reduce

it to an area where there would be less disruption.

its reliance on oil and
diversify the economy.

“We have been moving it in a way that it doesn’t die, but we’re
rebuilding and planting more as a result,” she said.

It plans to attract tourists

“That’s what we mean by regenerative tourism. We’re

to kilometres of pristine

essentially regenerating the environment.”

beaches, heritage sites and
luxury resorts.

Citing the goals of Vision 2030, Ms Ficociello said efforts to
achieve social sustainability were heavily imbedded in the

The destination will offer

project.

a range of experiences,
from island getaways to

“Turning our vision into

The Re d Se a De ve lo pme nt
C o mpa ny is ma king hug e pro g re ss in
the de ve lo pme nt o f a wo rld le a ding
de stina tio n a nd by a wa rding o ur la rg e st
c o ntra c t to da te , we ta ke a no the r

“

significant step in this direction, while
de mo nstra ting o ur o ng o ing c o mmitme nt
to c re a ting o ppo rtunitie s within the Sa udi
Ara bia n c o nstruc tio n se c to r,”

reality will require us to
work with organizations
that share our values and
our uncompromising
commitment in enhancing
the environment. This
was a key consideration
when appointing Nesma
& Partners Contracting Co.
Ltd and Almabani General
Contractors. Both our
partners have impressive

So far, as part of the Red Sea Project, 2,000 jobs have been

resort holidays, mountain

created, including employees from villages and towns near to

retreats and desert

said John Pagano, CEO of The Red Sea Development

infrastructure, coupled with

the development site.

adventures.

Company.

both local and international

The team has also worked with local farmers to provide fresh
produce for the resorts such as figs, cucumbers, and tomatoes.

expertise in delivering airside

experience.”
The Red Sea Development
Company (TRSDC), the

We ne e d 30,000 e mplo ye e s to sta ff
a ll the re so rts, so we a re a lso wo rking
with unive rsitie s to c re a te te c hnic a l a nd
vo c a tio na l pro g ra mme s a nd c o urse s in
ho spita lity a nd ma na g e me nt,” she sa id.

“

developer behind one
of the world’s most
ambitious tourism
initiatives, has awarded
its largest value contract
to date for airside
infrastructure works for the
destination’s international

““We have had some students graduate already, but we want

airport, set to open in

to add two, even three zeros to that number.

2022.

“In terms of employment statistics, we have so far reached 50
per cent Saudisation and 22 per cent of the total workforce at

The contract was awarded

present is female. We want to work on that number to increase

following a competitive

it.”

tendering process to a
joint venture between

Saudisation, officially known as the Saudi nationalisation

leading Saudi contractors

scheme, is a policy implemented by the kingdom’s

Nesma & Partners

government whereby Saudi companies and enterprises are

Contracting Co. Ltd

required to fill their workforce with Saudi citizens to certain

and Almabani General

levels.

Contractors, both of whom
have a strong track record

The Red Sea Project is part of a huge undertaking to build

for delivering similar
projects in the region.
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RED SEA

The contract covers the

“This award marks the start of

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The Red Sea Development

sanitary crisis currently

Its architecture is informed

essential construction

our exciting partnership with

by welcoming up to one

Company, by utilizing our

affecting the entire globe.

by the natural beauty of

of airside infrastructure

The Red Sea Development

million visitors per year to

expertise to deliver an airfield

We are proud to partner

the surrounding landscape

works, including the design

Company, who are on track

the destination by 2030,” said

of international quality

with Nesma to become

and represents the vision of

and building of a Code

to deliver a world-class

Rami Alturki, Vice Chairman

to our customer. For this

key contributors to a

The Red Sea Project. Land

F Runway 3,700 meters,

sustainable giga-project

& Board Member at Nesma &

project we will mobilize our

pillar project in the Vision

levelling work is already

Code B Seaplane Runway,

in support of Saudi Vision

Partners Contracting Co. Ltd

most experienced airport

2030,” said Joseph Daher,

underway to prepare the

Parallel & Link taxiways and

2030. We are proud to be

resources and qualified

CEO at Almabani General

airport for development

pavement works, Aeronautical

selected to contribute to the

“As a contracting company,

experts to ensure we meet

Contractors Co.

and the project remains on

Navigational Aids, Aerodrome

development of the Red Sea

Almabani has a special

our customer’s expectation,

Ground Lighting, Airside

International Airport which

focus on airport and

and we are ready for the

The design contract for the

plans to welcome the first

utilities, helipads, roads and

we believe will play a key role

infrastructure projects, and

challenging delivery period,

airport wasawarded to Foster

guests to the destination by

associated buildings.

in the transformation of the

we are honored to serve

especially during this tough

+ Partners in October 2019.

the end of 2022.
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SAUDI CONSULTING SERVICES CO

RED SEA

Engineering Consultants

In 1965, Saudi Consulting Services (Saudconsult) was established as
the ﬁrst Saudi Engineering Consulting Firm to serve in the planning,
engineering and construction ﬁelds for the massive countrywide
infrastructure projects. In the early days, there were only few local
engineers having required experience to undertake the tasks of
design and construction supervision . This necessitated teaming up
with reputable international ﬁrms in order to carry our contractual
obligations and to gain the required experience, which will help us in
executing other similar jobs. With the passage of time, our
experience has expanded, which enable us to independently resolve
the most complex engineering problems with little help from
abroad.
Today, Saudi Consulting Services is a multi-disciplinary Architecture
and engineering ﬁrm with a total work force of over 1600 Engineers,
Architects, CADD, Technicians and Support staﬀ distributed in
oﬃces throughout the Kingdom. In addition to the head oﬃce in
Riyadh, Saudconsult has oﬃces in the city of Jeddoh, Khobar, Abha
and Madinah. We also have an international oﬃces in Bahrain and
Cairo registered as Misrconsult which supports all in Kingdom
oﬃces in the ﬁeld of design and consultancy . Services provided by
Saudconsult include Regional and urban planning, Site
development and infrastructure, Architecture, water and
wastewater, Transportation planning, Roads and bridges, Railways,
Marine planning and engineering, industrial engineering,
electriﬁcation, Power and telecommunication, oil, gas and process
engineering . Saudconsult services span throughout the diﬀerent
phases of the project from initial feasibility to detailed engineering
and construction management. These services can be given
individually or combined to suit speciﬁc client needs.

The schematic design stage

In line with the company’s

tourists per year catering

NOC was received from the

sustainability goals, the

to both domestic and

General Authority of Civil

entire infrastructure of

international flights.

Aviation (GACA) earlier this

The Red Sea Project,

Envisaged as a unique

year. The location of Red

including its transport

and iconic airport, it will

Sea International Airport

network, will be powered

provide an unforgettable

was accepted along with

by 100% renewable

aviation experience for

its airside master plan, and

energy. The eco-friendly

travellers and guests. In

its orientation of 15/33,

airport design focuses

addition to the dedicated

was approved. Additionally,

on using shaded areas

airport, the first phase of

GACA approved the

and natural ventilation to

the development includes

conceptual airspace and

minimize the reliance on

sixteen hotels offering

aeronautical studies that

air conditioning.

3,000 hotel rooms across

draw the approach path

five islands and two

for flights bound for the

Once complete, the

inland sites, as well as

airport, domestically and

airport will serve an

commercial, retail and

internationally.

estimated one million

leisure facilities and other
infrastructure.

SAUDCONSULT Chairman Eng.Dr. Tarek Alshawaf
with The Red Sea Development Company CEO
Mr.John Pagno.

Labor camp

Aerial view of the site
SAUDCONSULT Team with Mr.John Pagno, Mr. Ian Williamson and Ahmed Darwish.

HSE Achievement Award presented to
SAUDCONSULT.

In the future we will continue to
expand our services both in Kingdom
and abroad, strive to achieve a
higher degree of quality and client
satisfaction and we will continue our
human resources development
program aimed at recruiting and
training young Saudi engineers and
providing them with a career opportunity within Saudconsult. For our
customers our goal will always
remain to provide them with the best
quality of engineering services at the
lowest possible cost and in the shortest

FINAL

PHASE
Dubai airport now
ope rate s at 100%

capacity as the final
phase of Conc ourse
A ope ns.

Dubai International Airport

next busiest airport, London

Visitors to Dubai exceeded

in December retained its

Heathrow, OAG said in its

one million in October and

position as the world’s busiest

monthly World’s Busiest

DXB reached the important

for international passengers,

Airports report.

milestone of one million

overtaking major hubs such

“

Re a c hing the point whe re 100 pe r c e nt of our

fa c ilitie s a re now ope n a nd se rving c ustome rs,
plus the hug e re surg e nc e in pa sse ng e rs a rriving

passengers per week in

in Duba i ma rks a n importa nt mile stone for the

as London Heathrow, as

Amsterdam Schiphol, Paris

November, with origin-

a via tion se c tor a s we ll a s for the c ity of Duba i

passenger traffic surged

Charles de Gaulle and

destination passengers

Dubai Airports manages the

during the peak holiday travel

Istanbul Airport rounded

reaching 94 per cent of pre-

and its economic growth,” said Paul Griffiths,

operation and development

period.

off the top five busiest

pandemic levels.

of both of Dubai’s airports –

international airports, the

DXB and DWC. As integrator,

The monthly rankings by

Dubai Airports works to

aviation consultancy OAG

balance the interests of all

were calculated using

Dubai International (DXB)

stakeholders to maintain

airlines’ international seat

airport is now operating at

aviation growth, protect

capacity and international

100 per cent capacity after

operational resilience and

flight frequency in December

the opening of the final

ensure that service providers

2021, compared with the

phase of Concourse A at

collaborate to provide a

same month in 2019 before

Terminal 3.

safe and secure service and

the onset of the Covid-19

improve the experience

pandemic.

of our customers whilst

Terminal 3 is expected to
serve more than 1.6 million

Dubai held on to the top spot

passengers in the second half

business.

with 3.54 million seats, about

of the month’s peak seasonal

one million more than the

travel period.

Industry MEA

said Paul Griffiths, CEO of Dubai Airports.

data showed.

maintaining a sustainable

54

CEO of Duba i Airports.
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The ra te of re c ove ry of DXB ha s
e xc e e de d most othe r a irports of
c ompa ra ble size a nd hig hlig hts the positive
inte rna tiona l re puta tion tha t Duba i ha s a s
a n a ttra c tive c ity tha t ha s ta ke n de c isive
ste ps to prote c t its visitors a nd re side nts.
The numbe r of visitors to Duba i is like ly to
e xc e e d pre - pa nde mic le ve ls during the

“

final few weeks of the year which is an
e xc e lle nt mile stone on our journe y towa rds
full re c ove ry,” Griffiths added.
The emirate’s airport operator

because of the pandemic.

raised its forecast for annual

Dubai World Central, the

passenger traffic for 2021 by

emirate’s second airport, will

two million, anticipating that

reopen its passenger terminal

traveller numbers will reach

in May.

28.7 million. Dubai Airports

STRENGTH
IN NUMBERS
“We took early steps

safety of travellers – and this has resulted in a strong

to implement best-in-

recovery towards pre-pandemic levels of passengers,”

class hygiene and health

he said.

protocols, fast track

Over past 18 months, there has been a steady increase

PCR testing facilities,

in passenger traffic which has intensified in recent

and enhanced customer

months. Traffic reached 10.6 million passengers in the

service and guest support

first half of 2021, followed by robust growth in Q3 of

resources to ensure the

2021 and a surge in October 2021 which took the year-

comfort, convenience and

to-date passenger numbers to 20.7 million.
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is projecting 57 million

Increased passenger traffic

passengers for 2022.

has also buoyed airport retail
sales. Dubai Duty Free annual

After the reopening of the

sales surged 40 per cent to

final phase of Concourse

Dh3.56 billion ($970 million)

A at Terminal 3, Dubai

in 2021.

International is operating at

There were fewer European

full capacity after 20 months

airports in the top 10 busiest

of reduced operations

international airports in
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a ut ost r a d

أوﺗﻮﺳﺘﺮاد

r en t a car

لتأجري السيارات

Supporting our clients
towards sustainable aviation

The heart of every journey

Clean, safe and aﬀordable rides
available for every journey.
Feel secure with
4 point safety
hygiene checks

Quick and
easy booking
process

Choose from
ﬂexible KM and
pricing options

Transition to Net Zero Economy
Energy master planning, combining
building energy, operational analysis
and renewable technologies to help
our clients achieve net zero.

Ride in comfort in
brand new 2021/22
car models

Enhancing resilience of communities
Supporting our clients to develop long term
sustainable development strategies that
encourage wider environmental, access and
community initiatives that contribute to the
growth and longevity of the local economy.

Adoption of Circular Economy
Responsible consumption to minimise
materials use in new buildings and
refurbishment projects and using
Blockchain to track lifecycle of
materials from production to reuse or
recycle. Helping our clients minimise
costs, minimise waste and maximise
usefulness of materials.

Inﬁnity
Q50

Nissan
Patrol

Hyundai
Elantra

Improving Health & Wellbeing
Focussing on designing user-centric
infrastructure and improving operations
to benefit passengers and employees,
inclusive environments for differing
physical and psychological needs.

Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross

Respecting planetary boundaries
Helping our clients develop ecological,
restorative plans and vegetation
management to improve our planet.

For more information, please contact:
Gurjit Wood, UKIMEA Aviation Leader
aviation@arup.com

Visit us at Autostrad Rent A Car Counter,
Dubai International Airport Arrivals - Terminal 1

050-4587061

+971 4224 5040

info@autostrad.com

www.autostrad.com

www.arup.com
Industry MEA
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DUBAI AIRPORTS
December, down to six from

December from the previous month, adding almost 500,000

eight in November. Frankfurt

seats in December, and has moved up to the second busiest

dropped from fifth to the

global airport in December from seventh position in November,

sixth busiest. Dublin dropped

OAG said.

out of the top 10, replaced by

Dallas Fort Worth International Airport, China’s Guangzhou

Miami in 10th place.

Baiyun International Airport and Delhi’s Indira Gandhi

Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson

International Airport rounded off the top five busiest global

retained its dominance in

hubs.

December in the world’s
top 10 busiest global

Dubai strengthened its position in December with six of the

airports ranking that takes

top 10 busiest international airline routes operating to and

into account domestic and

from the emirate, OAG said in a separate report.

international capacity. Dubai

The busiest international airline route globally for the Dubai

does not have a domestic air

airport in December was between Dubai and Riyadh, followed

travel market.

by Cairo-Jeddah and Dubai-London Heathrow.
Dubai-Jeddah, Dubai-Kuwait and Dubai-Karachi were also

Dubai recorded a capacity

among the top 10 busiest international airline routes, OAG

increase of 15 per cent in

data showed.
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RENT OR LEASE A CAR FROM THE
#1 CAR RENTAL COMPANY
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For big at cars
e
and gr

Budget Rent A Car recognized as
“UAE’s leading car rental company”
for the seventh time by World Travel Awards™
We provide tailormade transportation solutions
for you and your business.
800 283438 (800 Budget)
www.budget-uae.com

Budget Rent A Car, UAE has been named

How do you keep up with

What is the goal for Budget

“UAE’s leading car rental company for 2021”

the growing competition

rent a car, UAE going

by World Travel Awards. It is remarkable to note

and continue to grow your

forward?

that Budget, UAE has won this award seven

business?

times. Budget has been an iconic brand in the

About Budget rent a car, UAE
Founded in 1958 in the United States of
America by Morris Mirkin, Budget Rent a car

For the past 40 years, our goal

is one of the largest Car Rental companies in

car rental industry and has won several awards

Our holding company follows

is to endeavour at every step

the world today. Budget operates in more than

over the years for its outstanding customer

4 Core Values: Integrity,

to earn customer satisfaction.

128 countries with over 3400 locations globally.

service.

Sustainability, Quality, and

We want Budget to be the

Budget is a subsidiary of the AB group, with

Performance.

customer’s choice for all

its operations head-quartered in New Jersey.

The World Travel Awards™ is recognized as the

We believe that our growth

transportation solutions.

Impeccable service and affordability has been

hallmark of industry excellence and supports,

relies on these 4 core values,

promotes, and develops the global travel and

along with a competitive KPI

How has the technology

Budget, UAE was established by the UAE

tourism industry by identifying and rewarding the

monitor. Budget is a well-

affected your industry as a

based Liberty Investment Company (LIC),

best performers for their service delivery.

recognized international

whole?

a leading 3rd generation family business

the mantra for its global success.

brand, especially for the

conglomerate with diverse business interests

Talking with Sheikh Zayed Khalid Bin Abdulaziz

quality of fleet and service.

Tech affects our business

across various segments such as Car Rental,

Al Qasimi Deputy Chairman, Budget Rent A Car,

Our prime objective is to

model by challenging

Travel, Cargo, Tours, Retail, Hospitality,

UAE,

track and exceed customer

traditional operations, which

and Real Estate. LIC is currently managed

satisfaction. We chose this

creates opportunity. We

by Sheikh Khalid Bin Abdulaziz Al Qasimi,

Congratulations on winning the World

key performance indicator to

constantly look for ways to

Chairman and Sheikh Zayed Bin Khalid Al

Travel awards once again, can you share the

differentiate ourselves from

adapt the latest tech to create

Qasimi, Deputy Chairman. Budget UAE has

significance of this moment?

competition. Recent adoption

efficiency and effectiveness

grown successfully in the last four decades

of best innovation and tech

at the workplace. Customers

across the United Arab Emirates.

We are truly honoured and proud to win this

practices are also some of the

can book online through the

award for the seventh time (fifth consecutive).

KPI’s that we focus on.

website or Android or IOS app

For more information, visit

or call toll free number 800

www.budget-uae.com

This recognizes our dedicated effort in delivering
world class car rental services and true value

The pandemic also pushed us

283438 and start enjoying

for our customers. I want to thank ABG for

to become more proactive and

Budget rent a car services

their support, our partners for their trust, and

supportive to our customers

24/7.

our dedicated team for their hard work. This

to make sure we offer

recognition further encourages us to invest and

safer, faster, and easier

expand our services.

transportation solutions.

NEW

RIYADH METRO

TRACK
NEW
VISION

Al-Falih also said his ministry

bringing together ministers,

There are currently about

was working on a new

organizations, and mining

3,650 km of track on the

investment law that would

Saudi rail network, on

leaders from more than 30

address the needs of both

three lines.

countries.

domestic and international
investors.

Hosted by the Saudi

The 2,750 km NorthSouth line runs from

The law would be enacted

Riyadh to the border

this year, “hopefully soon,”

with Jordan and has

Al-Falih said, and would

feeder lines to mineral

add to other regulatory and

mining operations in the

judicial reforms introduced

north of the Kingdom.

by the Kingdom.

Ministry of Industry and
Mineral Resources is aimed
at highlighting the role
of mining in Saudi Vision
2030, after the government
identified it as the third pillar
of the Kingdom’s economy.

Saudi Arabia plans
to more than triple
the size of its rail
ne twork with 8,000
kilome tre s of ne w
trac k

facilities, educational and
commercials outlets.
It relates to King Khaled

serve different categories of
passengers (Singles – Families
and VIPs), they also have

International Airport and

passengers’ information

King Abdullah Financial

systems.

District, in addition to big
universities, the city centre

Saudi Arabia plans to more

and centre of Public Transit.

than triple the size of its

represents a public

Riyadh metro presents you

kilometres of new track, the

transit system of 6 main

with a unified design for

country’s investment minister

lines covering 176 KM

metro cars integrated by

said.

and 85 highly equipped

the latest technology, giving

stations with cutting-edge

the metro a unique feature

technology, which will

distinguished by shape &

offer you an outstanding

design. It comes to you with

experience during your trip

a driverless operating system

around the city.

and Central Control Rooms.

These 6 lines cover most

Metro cars have state-of-

of the highly populated

the-art specifications and

Khalid Al-Falih told the Future

districts, government’s

are divided internally to

Minerals Forum in Riyadh.

Industry MEA

Saudi Arabia said last

stretches 450 km from

year it would give foreign

Energy Minister Prince

the capital to the east

companies until the end of

Abdulaziz bin Salman

coast, and the new 450

2023 to set up headquarters

told the forum that the

km Haramain high-

in the Kingdom or risk losing

transition away from fossil

speed line connects the

out on government contracts.

holy cities of Makkah

fuels to clean power was

In October it said it had

and Madinah via King

complicated, and the world

licensed 44 international

Abdulaziz International

needed to be flexible to avoid

companies to set up regional

Airport in Jeddah and

sacrificing energy security.

headquarters in Riyadh.

King Abdullah Economic
City to the north.

The Future Minerals
Forum is a special event

rail network with 8,000

Riyadh Metro project
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RIYADH METRO
He said Saudi Arabia would
be publishing its energy
strategy soon, and it was
well-placed to become
the cheapest producer
of “green” hydrogen. The
Royal Commission for
Riyadh City has announced
the completion of the
construction and civil works
of the Riyadh Metro while the
overall completion of the
project has reached 92 per
cent, said a report.
A mammoth infrastructure
project, Riyadh Metro boasts
85 railway stations, apart
from six major metro lines
that have been established
to cover the capital city of
Riyadh from all directions.
There will also be a network

ENERGY

of buses, and all these cover
an area of 1800 km, reported
The Saudi Gazette, citing a

More than 80
percent of the
works linked
to the railway
stations and
350 km of rail
roads across
the city have
been completed
clocking 40,000
safe working
hours, stated
Hossam Al
Qurashi, the
advisor at the
Commission,
after an
inspection tour
of the project
site and a trial of
one of the metro
trains.

senior official.

STRATEGY

Energy transition needed to
be thought through carefully,
Prince Abdulaziz said. “It
may end up being a leap into
the future, unfortunately an
unknown future. We should
not forfeit energy security for
the sake of a publicity stunt.”
Prince Abdulaziz also
said the Kingdom would
be manufacturing and

“

Let me be very specific about it, we
do ha ve a hug e a mount of ura nium
re sourc e s tha t we would like to
e xploit, a nd we will be doing it in
the most tra nspa re nt wa y, we will be
bring ing in pa rtne rs.”

developing uranium.
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RIYADH
METRO
Together We Build Excellence
For over forty years we have been driven by the values of
excellence, innovation, diversity, respect and impact to be the
most trusted general contractor in the Kingdome of
Saudi Arabia, while delivering projects safely,
quickly, and effectively.

Riyadh Metro has taken delivery
of more than 180 trains which
are on trial run. The experimental
operation of the trains has reached
advanced stages, during which the
trains had crossed about 2 million

We specialize in diverse fields such as engineering,
construction, electro-mechanical, infrastructure,
oil and gas, and hospitality.

km on all tracks,
The metro project is part of the
King Abdulaziz Public Transport
Project, which consists of trains
and buses.
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BAHRAIN AIRPORTS

TERMINAL
ONE

Located in the northern Gulf,

a new VIP terminal and an

New features including

Bahrain International Airport

airport centre.

check-in and immigration

is one of the Middle East’s key

Thre e phase e xpansion, to handle
45 million passe nge rs a ye ar
Ba hra in Inte rna tio na l Airpo rt’s Ne w Te rm ina l Building is the
m a in c o m po ne nt o f the Airpo rt Mo de rniza tio n Pro g ra m
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counters will be added. The

hub airports. In recent years,

The three-phase expansion

baggage area will also be

the airport witnessed a spurt

will enable the airport to

extended.

in passenger growth. To cater

handle 45 million passengers

for the increasing demand,

a year. The first phase of

Phase two of the expansion

the airport undertook

the expansion will increase

will include the construction

a BD126m expansion

the airport’s capacity to 15

of the west side of the

programme.

million. To be completed in

terminal to accommodate

49 months, the expansion

four to five additional Code

The expansion included the

will double the size of

C-type aircraft. Phase two will

reconstruction of the existing

the existing terminal and

also include construction of a

terminal. The plan was revised

increase the number of

business and entertainment

to include construction of

airports stands and bridges.

centre.
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BAHRAIN AIRPORTS

“

The 51,000m²
Te rmina l O ne
will be e xte nde d
to 125,000m²
towa rds the
e a st.”

two lounges, opened in 2005, offer free Wi-Fi. They also have

for the A380.

family rest rooms, shower facilities and satellite TV.

The airport has a car
parking facility for 900 cars.

The terminal has banking and foreign exchange facilities,

To be expanded at a cost

including Travelex and cash machines, along with duty-free

of BD20m, a four-storey

shops and restaurants. Separate prayer rooms are available for

facility will be capable to

men and women at both the arrivals and departures sections.

accommodate 3,000 cars. It

The baggage handling system has a capacity to handle 3,000

will be directly connected to

bags. This will be expanded to 15,000 during the expansion.

the main terminal. The facility

The contract to carry out

The area for baggage reclaims will be widened. Baggage will

will include shops, airline

the expansion project was

be screened through 80 check-in counters.

offices and cinemas.

awarded to a consortium led
by Jacobs Gibbs. The project’s

The runaway, built at a cost of BD8.9m, is the second

“The a irpo rt ha s a c a r pa rking fa c ility
fo r 900 c a rs.”

An air traffic control tower

runaway of the airport.

was constructed in 2005. The

The main runaway of the airport has also been

12-level tower is spread over

undergoing a renovation since 2006. Improvements to

undertaken by Mohammed

Construction of 18 airport stands will be taken up during the

an area of 5,000m². Built at

the 3,961m-long runaway include the addition of two

Salahuddin Consulting

expansion to handle 64 aircraft at any given point of time. The

a cost of BD2m, the tower

710m concrete runway terminals, an electrical substation

Engineering Bureau, a local

stands will be designed to accommodate Code E, Code C and

accommodates seven air

and additional passages for pulling aircraft.

consulting firm, in association

Code F-type of aircraft. Airbus A330 or A340 and Boeing 747

traffic controllers along with

with HOK architects. Jacobs

or 777 qualify for Code E.

a supervisor.

Work on boundary fencing is underway and a lighting

A 2,600m-long and 45m-wide

system is being installed. The lighting system will enable

design and construction
documentation are being

will be providing all the
engineering services for the

The terminal currently has seven air bridges, which will be

runway was constructed

the aircraft to land from a visibility of 300m.

terminal.

increased to 14. Two air bridges will be provided exclusively

during an expansion in 2005.

Bahrain International Airport’s New Terminal Building
is the main component of the Airport Modernization

The 51,000m² Terminal
One will be extended to
125,000m² towards the east.
Sections of the airport will be

ICONIC

TERMINAL

linked by travelators.

Program, a comprehensive development plan designed
to elevate the service level and upgrade technological
infrastructure at the airport to cater to future aviation
needs and build upon aviation-based economic
development of Bahrain.
The 1,1 Billion USD contract with built-up area of 222,000

The original terminal has

square meters, the new iconic terminal will increase

three lounges on the upper

the current yearly capacity of 4 million to 14 million

level for first- and business-

passengers.

class passengers. Elevators

Operations at Bahrain International Airport’s (BIA) new

connect the lounges to the

Passenger Terminal began, January 28th, 2021, in line

departures area at Gates 15

with the directive of His Royal Highness Prince Salman

and 16.

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister.

The first lounge offers a waiter
service and has a separate

The Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunications

family room and an electronic

and Bahrain Airport Company (BAC) announced that

video games room. The other

all the airport’s facilities were ready, and preparations
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launch of the airport’s
new infrastructure. Their
contributions helped to
ensure the projects on
schedule and on budget
completion, without
disrupting operations at
the legacy airport, which
has served the Kingdom
efficiently for decades.”

to welcome passengers are complete. The transfer to the
new facility marks the dawn of a new era for the Kingdom of
Bahrain’s aviation sector.
His Excellency the Minister of Transportation and
Telecommunications and BAC Chairman, Eng. Kamal bin
Ahmed Mohammed noted that the transfer marks a major
step for the Ministry and BAC under the leadership of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.
HE the Minister praised the Crown Prince’s contributions to
the project and thanked him for his guidance, highlighting
his contributions towards the Kingdom’s many outstanding
achievements in pursuit of its Economic Vision 2030, and
bringing the Airport Modernization Program (AMP) closer to
completion.
HE the Minister also expressed his satisfaction with the

BAC Chie f Exe c utive

Officer Mohamed

Yousif Al Binfa la h sa id:
“This mile stone is the
c ulmina tion of ye a rs
of c a re ful pla nning
a nd ha rd work. It
ma rks the sta rt of a n
e xc iting ne w c ha pte r
in the King dom’s ric h
a via tion history a nd
positions BIA a s the
most mode rn boutique
a irport in the re g ion.

progress made during the first phase of the new terminal’s
development, and the ‘Team Bahrain’ spirit that has

The new terminal is four

characterized everyone involved in this project since its

times the size of the old one

inception.

and designed to deliver a

Nat ional Theat re of Bahrain

Riffa Views Golf Club

Riffa Views I nt ernat ional School

CYPRUS BUILDING AND ROAD
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L
CI VI L ENGI NEERI NG AND BUI LDI NG CONTRACTORS
MANAMA, KI NGDOM OF BAHRAI N

more personal, Bahraini feel.

HE the Ministe r sa id: “I would like to tha nk our
stra te g ic pa rtne rs, c ontra c tors, a ll c ompa nie s
working in Ba hra in Inte rna tiona l Airport, a nd a ll
pa rtie s involve d for the ir strong support for this
na tiona l proje c t.

Equipped with the latest
technologies in the market
and supported by new
infrastructure, it will increase
million passengers per year,

We are very grateful for their assistance and contributions

experience and the highest

throughout, which were vital to the smooth and successful

standards of luxury.
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Trilogy Lim assol Seafront , Cyprus

the airport’s capacity to 14
delivering a hassle-free airport
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Est ablished in Bahrain in 2007, Cyprus Building and Road
Const ruct ion Com pany WLL, is a subsidiary of Cybarco
Cont ract ing Lt d in Cyprus, a leader dem onst rat ing
experience and qualit y in t he ent ire spect rum of t he
const ruct ion sect or and engineering services.

For more information send an email to:
cybarco01@batelco.com.bh
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